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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENTA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

No. 334724

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations presents its
compliments to all Permanent and Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations, and
has the honour to extend an invitation to the 415 World Conference of the
International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation (IASP) to take
place from September 24-27, 2024 at the Kenyatta International Convention Centre
{KICC) in Nairobi, Kenya.

The theme of the 2024 JIASP Conference is: "Demographics, Entrepreneurship and
Technology: Deflning the Frontiers of Future Fconomies.”

IASP is a global association of leading Science and Technology Parks (ST Ps), Innovation
Districts and Areas of Innovation (AOIs} with & vast network spanning 115,000 companies,
350 member organizations and presence in over 76 countries.

The IASP World Conference brings together experts, tech-incubators, academia, the public
sector and businesses for a weeklong event, This event will provide a platform for
networking, collaboration and partnerships aimed at developing Science Parks and
Innovation Areas as special zones to address the Wortd's most pressing needs,

The Conference Concept Note is attached,

The Permanent Mission of Kenya would be grateful if this information is shared with
interested parties in respective Capitals for their participatior:.

The Permanent Mission of the Repubiic of Kenya to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to ali Permanent and Permanent Observer Missions to the United
Nations the assurances of its highest consideration.

New York” August 16,2024

! s’?ﬁ"%‘f .';,5"
ALL PERMANENT AND PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSIONS
TO THE UNITED NATIONS,

NEW YORK.
Enci.

866, UNTER NATIONS PLAZ:, ROOM 204, NEW YORK, WY 10017
TEL (B846) 2467798 1 EAl WFOBIENYAUN.ORG | WeBsTE WAL UL INT ¢ RENYA
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE PARKS AND AREAS OF INNOVATION {ASP)
2024 WORLD CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE CONCEPT NOTE

BY

KONLA TECHNOPOL!S DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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CONFERENCE 2024 [IASP 2024) ......covviiiio s imescnas s et ss st omto st e sesseeee e s s st s ees e eseeese e

C.  OBJECTIVES OF THE COMNFERENCE.....civcruimmecmsercreovereseers e cseversessess omsoesestssseseeseoe oo ooso
D.  PROPOSED CONFERENCE THEMES & SUB-THEMES ..o e ccruiesvei oo esnees oo oo
E. CONFERENCE FEATURES ...c.ooorvrvenevene

F. FACIITATORS AND SPEAKERS ...ouv..viirecencorcen reecoaees rores oot sosmeseseseese s s oot eees e esssee
G.  PROJECTED OUTTOME ..o ettt icieasass st eoereecereae s ers e et e soseeeeees s eseeseoe
He  CALLFOR ACTIOM: it cvener s eest s

b CONCLUBION oot ettt e oeese s oo



A, INTRODUCTION
Konzc Technopolis Is a key flagship project of Kenya’s Vision 2030, Konza Technopolis
Development Authority, KoTDA, is the implementing agency for Konza Technopolis under the
Ministry of Information, Communications, and The Digital Economy. The Technopolis is envisioned as
a sustainable, world-class economic hub and a significant contributor to Kenya's knowledge
economy, with a vibrant mix of businesses, workers, residents, and urban amenities.

Kenza Technopolis is o full member of the International Association of Sclence Parks (IASP), which is
a werldwide membership-based ossociation comprising Science and Technology Parks (STPs),
Innovation districts, ond other Areas of innovation (AQIs). The Association hos o vast network of over
115,000 companies and 350 member orgonizations. It has established a presence in aver 76
countries across Africa, Asia Pacific, Eurasia, Europe, Latin, North America, West Asia, and North
Africa,

B. INTERNATIOMAL ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE PARKS AND AREAS OF INNOVATION
WORLD CONFERENCE 2024 (JASP 2024)
: Kenya, through the Ministry of Information, Communications and the Digitol Economy successtully
; bid to host the 41¢ IASP World Conference on Science Parks and Arens of Innovation in
. September 24%™ — 27% 2024 in Nuairebi.

The 2024 IASP Conference [s themed, “Demographics, Enfrepreneurship and Technology: Defining the
fronfiers of fofure econcimies.”

This Theme is inspired by the rapidiy siftihy demographics otcasioned by technological
advancemenis, climofe action and o focus towards SDGs. Africa is set to experience significant
demographic changes in the coming years, and science parks & innovotion districts can ploy a key
role in promoling enfrepreneurship, job creation, ond economic growth in the changing
demographics.

C. OBJECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE
IASF World Conference brings together [eaders from the world's science and technolegy porks,
innovation districts, and clusters to:
¢ Provide o pletform for professionals, researchers, entrepreneurs, and policymakers to
network and exchange ideos, fostering collaboration and portrerships for development,
¢ Share insights, best practices, and the latest developments in the field of science and
technology porks and innovation orecs,
¢ Highlight successful case studies, projects, and experiences from different seience parks ond
innovation areas, providing inspiration and lessons for others.
¢ Address common challenges faced by science puorks and areas of innovation, and work
towards finding effective solutions and strategies.
* Advocate for supportive policies at local, national, and international levels that faster the
growth of science and technology parks and innovation ecosystems,
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5. Track hased Breck-out sessions: The conference will feoture o series of engaging ond

F.

thought-provoking breckout sessions through ponels ond presentations, providing
participants with o unique opportunity to delve deeper into specific topics and engage in
Interactive discussions designed to challenge perspectives and explore new ideas.

Fire Side chals: These will be sponsored by organizations that wish fo promote their brands
and steer conversations on topico] issues In their fields,

Sociol and Cultural Activities: Social events and cultural activities wili be organized to
cliow parficipants to network and explore Noirobi and Kenyan tourist attractions ond

hospitality.

FACILTATORS AND SPEAKERS

The conference brings together speckers from ol IASP member science parks complemented by
industry leaders, private sector players ond development porthers. The Chief quest will be H.E
President William Ruto complemented by the Cabinet Secretary — Ministry of Information,
Communications and The Digital Ecanomy together with other key government officials.

G. PROJECTED QUTCOME
The potential outcome of Kenya and for porticipoting portner in the world-class conference hosted
in Africg will include:

H.

Fossible FDi, collaborations and parterships among participating delegates, innovation
scosystem players and companies represented,

increased awareness of the 1ASP framework within the continent, ond uitimately lead to the
Increase in and growth of sclence parks due ta amplified international association.

Global covperation is indispensable to guorantee global sustainable development,
effective technalogy transfer, and the presence of o vibrant innavation ecasystem.

CALL FOR ACTION:

Te deliver iASFNairobl ~ 2024 IASP international Conference, o partnered approach is
adopted including major science technology ond innovation drivers in the continent and the world.

portners are welcomed fo collaborate in the following ways:

*

*

Support pre- planning activities actively including thematic session shoping /sponsorship,
resouree persons efc,

Colledtive sharing and pesitioning by Kenyan portners for 1ASP as a key event to look
out for in Africa in 2024, leveraging synergies of $71 players in Africa and the world.

In cosh and in kind support to deliver the conference budget os required leveroging the
sponsorship packages, special considerations are available for negotiated curated
suppert/participation,

Lead the conversations — adopt o subtheme, ¢o- create o wotkshream, hest a dinner and
collaborate towards success and impact long beyend the convention week.

=]



¢ Partner in hosting technical and cultural visits for delegates.

& integrate the JASP 2024 1o other ongeing programs — eg, conferenced and conventions teo
enohie o progressive engagement throughout the yeaor.

+ Mobilize delegates to aifend the conference.

¢ Sponsor defegates and sfudents: {university, TVET or high school to attend the sessions for
shared learning and mentorship.

[ CONCLUSION

The IASP 2024 worid conference promises fo be o successful and impactful conference that brings
together government agencles, the private sector, key development partners, acodemiy,
professionals, startups, SMEs, and off related players in the innovation ecosystem fo address the
fatest chollenges and concepts facing nations and the opportunities for Science Technology Parks
end Areas of Innovation to innovate around the challenges in economically viable models.



BERMANENT MISSION OF THE REFPUBLIC OF KENYA
To THE UNITED NATIONS

No. 234724

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations presents its
compliments to ali Permanent and Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations, and
has the honour to extend an invitation to the 41% World Canference of the
International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Ennovation (IASP) (o take
place from September 24-27, 2024 at the Kenyalte International Convention Centre
(KICC) in Nairobi, Kenya.

The theme of the 2024 IASP Conference is: "Demiagraphics, 5;’}5;&;?!&!26{;?5{‘“{ and
Technology: Defining the Frontiers of Future Economies.”

IASP = z global assaciation of leading Science and Technology Parks (§TPs), Innovation
Districts a {i Areas of Innovation (AQIs) with a vast network spanning 115,000 companies,
350 member organizetions and presence in over 76 countries,

The TASE World Conference brings together experts, tech-incubators, academis, the public
sectar and businesses for @ weaklong event.  This event will provide & pletform for
networking, colieboration and partnerships aimed at developing Scence Parks and
Innovation Areas as special zones to address the World's most pressing needs,

The (onference Concept Note is altached.

The Permaneant Mission of Kenya would be grateful if this informstion is shared with
interested parties in respective Capltals for their participation,

The E—ermanm Mission of the Repubiic of Kenve to the United Nations avalls tself of thig
opportunity to renew to all Parmanent and Permanent Observer Missions to the United
Mations the assurances of it highest consideration.

ALL PERMANENT AND PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSIONS
TO THE UNITED NATIONS,
NEW YORK.

Ench.

BA8, UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, ROOM 304, NEW YORK, NY 10017
TEL: (§46) 34587783 [ E#AL INFOBKENYAUN.ORSG 1 WEBSITE WWW.UN.INT/KENYA



KONZA International Association of Srience Parks

Technopofls nd Aress of Inaovatios

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE PARKS AND AREAS OF INNOVATION (IASP)
2024 WORLD CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE CONCEPT NOTE

By

KONZA TECHNOPGOLIS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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A INTRODUCTION
Konzar Technopolis it o key flagship project of Kenye's Vision 2030, Keonze Technopelis
Development Authority, KoTDA, is the implementing agency for Konzo Technopolis under the
Ministry of Information, Communications, ond The Digital Econormy. The Technopelis is envisicned ax
a susioinable, werld-class economic hub ond o significant contributor to Kenya's knowledge
gconomy, with o vibront mix of businesses, workers, residents, ond urban amenities.

Kenza Technopolis s o full member of the international Association of Science Porks {IASP), which is
o worldwide membership-bosed osseciation comprising Science and Technology Porks {STPs),
nnovation didricts, and other Areas of Innovation (AOk), The Assodiotion has o vast network of over
F15,000 componies and 350 member organizetions. l hos established o presence in over 76
countries across Africo, Asia Pacitic, Burasia, Europe, Latin, North America, West Asig, and Morth
Africa.

B. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE PARKS AND AREAS OF INNOVATION
WORLD COMNFERENCE 2024 [ASP 2024)
Kenya, throvgh the Minisiry of Informotion, Communications and the Digital Economy successfully
Rid 1o host the 479 [ASP World Conference on Science Porbs and Arsos of iInnevation in
September 24™ « 7% 2024 in Keirsbi.

The 2024 1ASF Conferance it themed, “Demagraphics, Enfreprencurship ond Technology: Defining the

frantiers of future seancmies.t!

Thiw. Theme s ?ns;‘;[:‘ﬁ-d E:r;f ?%‘ee rapidly s.é'fzj*éng dema“ -ﬂi“r%rc- -f?.f!fCCfEi-::ﬁ-Ed E‘;y ?achrm£ooimi

damegraphics.

€. GBIECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE
imEP Werla Conference brings together lenders fram the world's science ond techinciooy porks,

Irovaiton disiricts, and clusters 1o

¥ Provide o plotform far professionsds, researchers, enirepreneurs, ord policymokers 1o

reteiark mirel }"h“nf‘ié’ irtey Cig, ‘{”t‘&f ey f”gtrzq[ﬂgmsﬁﬂ{ksg gined ol et gprh :.-S Lo

= Shors insighis, best proctices, ond the loless developments in the fleld
tpehnology porks and novetion aress,

¢ Highlight successful case studies, projects, and experiences from different science porks and
innovation areas, providing Inspirction ond lessons for othere.

¢ Address common challenges fuced by scleace parks and ares: of inmovetion, and work
tewards finding sffective solutions end sirategies

¢ Advecote for supportive pelicles af lecol, notional, and Internotionel levels that fesier the

growit of selence ond technology parks and innovation ecosysiens,



.

Explere ways te enhance the fransfer of technology from research instiiotions to the
commerdal sector and promote the commercialization of nnovative ideas.

Pravide opportunities for education and capacity building through workshops, seminars, and
keynote presentations on relevant topics,

Exchange ideos and colloborate on driving economic and social growth through innevetion.

FROPOSED CONFERENCE THEMES & SUB-THEMES

Complementing the main fheme is 15 sub-themes as below. These will drive the conversatians in

form of plenory sessions, breakouts, exposures and other forms of engagements to defiver

commitments for growth, collchoroiion and Action of the for the Conference.

«  Youth enireprensurshin ecosysiems:

e Sustainable innovation for ogeing populations:

¢ [Digiol trandformotion in educotion:

+  Distributed global mavketing ond shared voelue creoticn:
¢ Innovalion in emerging morkeis:

¢ Future of work ond tolent development:

¥ [thicol considerofions in innovation:

e Inclusive innovotion for underserved populations:
«  Uirculor sconomy and sustainability:

& Dhegrity in demograophies:

¢ Food tech and cimate chonge:

Fo nng ACs of drivere of futire ooonomias

¢ Fhe fintech sector and emer
E o<

e The role of communication ond evidence-based deciion making

o~

CONFERENCE FEATURES

o

Keynaote Addresses: The conference will feoture o teries of kevnote sneaches from
¥ ¥ ;

influentict lsadery in sclence, technology, and innovation,
Reseatch poper Fresentotions: Poper presemations by Individuels end eroanizetions on

fopicot hsoes oligned io the confarenze theme,
Networking B2B and B2C : Opportunities for scheduled B2B and B2C sessions.

Innovations Showcase: The Conference will feoture an exhibition pavilion where
nnovators and companies will showcase their innovations and innovative products.
Innovators will get an opportunity fo pitch to participants.



5. Track based Break-out sessions: The conference will feature a series of engaging and
thought-provoking breakout sessions through panels and presentations, providing
participants with a unique opportunity to delve deeper into specific topics and engage in
interactive discussions designed to challenge perspectives and explore new ideas.

6. Fire Side chats: These will be sponsored by organizations that wish to promote their brands
and steer conversations on topical issues in their fields.

7. Social and Cultural Activities: Social events and cultural activities will be organized to
allow participants to network and explore Nairobi and Kenyan tourist attractions and

hospitality.

F. FACILITATORS AND SPEAKERS
The conference brings together speakers from all IASP member science parks complemented by
industry leaders, private sector players and development partners. The Chief guest will be H.E
President William Ruto complemented by the Cabinet Secretary — Ministry of Information,
Communications and The Digital Economy together with other key government officials.

G. PROJECTED OUTCOME
The potential outcome of Kenya and for participating partner in the world-class conference hosted
in Africa will include:
® Possible FDI, collaborations and partnerships among participating delegates, innovation
ecosystem players and companies represented.
® Increased awareness of the IASP framework within the continent, and uvltimately lead to the
increase in and growth of science parks due to amplified international association.
¢ Global cooperation is indispensable to guarantee global sustainable development,
effective technology transfer, and the presence of a vibrant innovation ecosystem.

H. CALL FOR ACTION:
To deliver IASPNairobi — 2024 |ASP international Conference, a partnered approach is

adopted including major science technology and innovation drivers in the continent and the world.

partners are welcomed to collaborate in the following ways:

¢ Support pre- planning activities actively including thematic session shaping/sponsorship,
resource persons efc,

¢ Collective sharing and positioning by Kenyan partners for IASP as a key event to look
out for in Africa in 2024, leveraging synergies of STI players in Africa and the world.

® In cash and in kind support to deliver the conference budget as required leveraging the
sponsorship packages, special considerations are available for negofiated curated
support /participation.

¢ lead the conversations — adopt a subtheme, co- create a workstream, host a dinner and
collaborate towards success and impact long beyond the convention week.

5



© Partner in hosting technical and cultural visits for delegates.

¢ integrate the IASP 2024 to other ongoing programs — eg, conferenced and conventions to
enable a progressive engagement throughout the year.

® Mobilize delegates to atiend the conference.

* Sponsor delegates and students: (university, TVET or high school to attend the sessions for
shared learning and mentorship.

I. CONCLUSION

The IASP 2024 world conference promises to be a successful and impactful conference that brings
together government agencies, the private sector, key development partners, academig,
professionals, startups, SMEs, and all related players in the innovation ecosystem to address the
latest challenges and concepts facing nations and the opportunities for Science Technology Parks
and Areas of Innovation to innovate around the challenges in economically viable models.



